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SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 
PAID FOR THE SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
District No.1, Luther K. Jacobs, $ 80 93 
sf ‘¢ 2, E. D. Comings, 229 70 
ee ‘¢ 3, Baldwin Humprey, 134 31 
S ‘¢ 4, Sylvester Rowell, 74 08 
vy ‘¢ 5, Peter Hurd, 73 69 
‘ ‘¢ 6, H. G. Stockwell, 56 51 
s ‘6 9, Epaphras Paul, 13 82 
- ‘¢10, Albert B. Stocker, 14 59 
Hurd & Rowell, 130% 
$695 64 
Paid State Tax, 652 00 
County Tax, 670 32 
1,822 32 
Paid Kimball D. Barton, damage done his 
! sheep by dogs in 1873, $ 5 00 
Addison Cutting, damage done his 
sheep by dogs in 1873, 6 00 
Lester Blanchard, damage done his 
sheep by dogs in 1873, | 10 00 
William Barton, damage done his 
poultry by dogs in 1873, 6 00 
+ Lemuel P. Cooper, damage done his 
sheep by dogs in 1873, 6 00 


Samuel Blanchard, damage done his 
sheep and poultry by dogs in 1872, 16 00 
John Harding, repairing Amos Barton 


road, 6 00 
John Harding, repairing bridge, 1 00 
John Harding, breaking road, 5 00 
Nathaniel Nelson, breaking road, 5 00 
G. W. Cain, plank, 1 42 


Moses Barton, repairing for Amos Bar- 
ton road, 4-00 


‘ 4 
Paid Hubbard A.- Barton, prepairing piatisna®) 


School Reports, $ 2 00 
Caleb L. Barton, breaking road, 2 00 
Lester Blanchard, plank 1873, 2 00 
Amos Spaulding, damage on highway, 2 00 
Isaac C. Smith, for breaking roads, 13 95 
Daniel Ryder, for repairing road, 3 90 
William W. Ryder, for breaking road, 5 00 
Sylvester Rowell, for breaking road, 5 40 
John Hurd, for breaking road, 3 60 
John Hurd, for breaking road in 1873. 4 80 
Benjamin Young, for breaking road, 8 80 
O. C. Forehand, for breaking road, 2 10 
Peter Hurd, for breaking road, 5 10 
Peter Hurd, for breaking road in 1878, 5 00 
James Eastman, for breaking roads, 4 25 
James Eastman, for repairing bridge, 2 00 
James Eastman, for work on road, 1 80 
Henry W. Fletcher, for breaking roads, D 40° 
Henry C. Bartlett, for breaking roads, 2 00 
Otis W. Putnam, for breaking roads 12 00 
Addison Cutting, for breaking roads, 1 50 
George H. Jacobs, for breaking roads, 13 25 
George H. J acobs, damage by John A. 

Barton’s crossing his field, 3 00 
Van Buren Carroll, for breaking roads, 4 13 
John C. Crooker, for breaking roads, A 20 
John C. Crooker, for breaking. roads in 

March, 1874, 50 
John C. Crooker, for damage by breaking 

wagon by defect in highway, 2 00 
John C. Crooker, for damage to sleigh in ° 

snow drift, 2 00 

- John C. Crooker, for keeping watering n 

trough on the highway, 3 00 
Francis Dodge for breaking roads, 15 00 
Francis Dodge, for plank and timber 

for bridge, 2 75 
Dixie Jacobs, for breaking roads, d 30 
Reuben Cooper, for keeping and care of 

hearse, 5 00 
Ruel Durkee, for plank and timber for 

bridges, 8 65 


James W. Davis, for breaking roads, 4 00 
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Paid James W. Davis, for plank, °$ 1 44 
Warren R. Bartlett, for breaking roads, Calo 
Warren R. Bartlett, for plank and pi 

ber for bridges, 3 90 
Ira A. Braley, for breaking roads, 8 10 


Ira A. Braley, for breaking roads in 
March, 1874, 60 


Nathaniel E. Beers, error in taxes, 1 58 
Fred Barton, breaking roads, 5 00 
John J. Morse, 5369 feet of plank, 53 69 
Andrew J. Sawyer, breaking roads, | 9 30 
Daniel Ide, breaking roads, 7 35 
Dexter 8. Freeto, breaking roads, 8 83 
Dexter 8. Freeto, 1239 feet of plank, 12 39 
Reuben T. Leet, timber for bridges, 1 80 
Washington Stockwell, repairing roads 

and bridges and breaking roads, 15 00 
Alfred Cutting, “420 feet of plank, Poe 4 20 
Alfred Cutting, breaking roads in 1873, 5 00 
Ruel Durkee, breaking roads, 15 00 
George W. Dunbar, putty and glass for 

town house, 1 20 
Herman Cooper, setting glass in town \ 

house, PO 


Melvin S. Fletcher, stringers for bridge, 22 50 
W. Hemminway, Hae Way, tax paid in 


labor, 1 60 
Martin D. Dodge, highway tax paid in » 
labor, 1 60 
John D. Cooper, posting school law, 2 00 
Hubbard A. Barton, Basing statistical 
report, 2 00 
William W. Partridge, breaking roads, 9 00 
_John A. Barton, breaking roads, 2 00 
George H. Jacobs, breaking road, 10 37 
Dixi Jacobs, breaking roads, 2 00 
Gilman Stockwell, breaking road, 7 00 
Gilman Stockwell, work on the mountain 
road, 3 00 
Otis Cooper, for keeping watering trough 
on the highway, 3 00 
Ira Braley, breaking road, 6 00 
Nathaniel Nelson, breaking road, 4 80 
John C. Crocker, breaking road, 1 80 
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Paid George Angell, opening 4 graves, $6 00 

Marshall Putnam, opening 2 graves, 4 00 

Ruel D. Loverin, opening 2 graves, 4 00 

B. F. Haven, opening 1 grave, 2 00 
— $16 00 


PAID FOR SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 


Paid James Eastman, support of Lyman Ry- 
der one year, ending Jan. 26,1875, $78 00 
John Harding, supporting Lydia Hard- 
ing one year, ending Jan.26,1875, 99 08 
Joseph Crooker, supporting W. S. Car- 
roll one year, ending Jan.26,1875, 52 00 
Benjamin Young,supporting Alvin Young 
one year, ending Jan. 26, 1875, 33 00 
Sophronia Stockwell, supporting Ellen 
Stockwell one year, ending March 


17, 1875, 52 00 
——— $314 08 
ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 
Paid Van Buren Carrolls, assessed in 1870, $3 65 
Curtis Flowers, assessed in 1872, 12 38 
Hiram M. Austin, assessed in 1873, ) 00 
Melvin S. Fletcher, assessed in 1873, 1 ae 
B. F. Partridge, assessed in 1874, 1 48 
John §. Blanchard, non-resident tax, 
assessed in 1874, : 2 45 
Harvey S. Ferry, assessed in 1874, 1 00 
—=== $27 62 
Paid Ruel Durkee, services as Selectman and 
Treasurer, $35 00 
Francis Dodge, services as Selectman, 25 00 
William W. Ryder, services as Select- 
man, 15° 00 
Alonzo Allen, services as Town Clerk, 15 00 
QO. C. Forehand, services as Collector, 25 00 
John D. Cooper, services as 8. S. Com- 
mittee, ; 12 00 
Hubbard A. Barton, as S$. 8. Committee, 3 00 
~ $140 00 
Paid Betsey Ames, interest on note, $12 00 
Nathaniel P. Stevens, interest on 2 notes, 24 00 ~ 
W. P. Partridge, interest on note, 6 00 
Adam Rand, interest on note, | 36 00 


Reuben Cooper, interest on note, 30 00 
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Paid K. Loverin, interest on note, 


Lester Blanchard, interest on note, 


Sarah Kidder, interest on note, 

I. S. Blanchard, interest on note, 
Hial Flanders, interest on note, 
Printing this Report, 

for stationery and postage, 
Kimball Loverin, on note, 

Hial Flanders, on note, 

N. P. Stevens, on notes, 


$ 9 00 
21 00 
6 00 
21 00 
27 00 
12 00 
10 00 
150 00 
450 00 
400 00 


1,214 00 


The Selectmen have credited the town as follows: 


Received of the County of Sullivan for the support of the fol- 


lowing named paupers, to wit: 
Lyman Ryder, 
Lydia Harding, 
W.S. Carroll, 
Alvin Young, 


By list of taxes assessed and delivered to the 


Collector, 
Literary fund, 
Savings bank tax, 
Interest on school notes, 


Total amount received, 
Total amount paid out, 
The town owes: 
One note to Adam Rand of 
One note to W. P. Partridge of 
One note to Betsey Ames of 
One note to Riguben Cooper of 
One note to Sarah Kidder of 
One note to Lester Blanchard of 
One note to I. S. Blanchard of 


Money in the treasury, 


Leaving a balance against the town of 


Which is respectfully submitted. 


RUEL DURKEE, 
FRANCIS DODGE, 
WILLIAM W. RYDER, 


$78 00 
99 08 
52 00 
33 00 
—— $262 08 
$3,587 30 
73 39 
336 68 
52 OV 
4,049 37 
4,311 45 
4,212): 
$600 00 
~ 100 00 
200 00 
500 00 
100 00 
350 00 
850 00 
2,200 00 
99 24 
$2,100 76 
Selectmen 
of 
Croydon. 


REPORT OF SCHOOLS, 


The Report of the Public Schools of Croydon, for the year 1875, 
is respectfully submitted as follows: 

On account of declining health, [ was unable to attend to the duties - 
of School Committee during the Summer, and Mr. John A. Cooper 
was appointed to the office. Mr. Cooper reports very favorably of 
all the Summer schools. The harmony prevailing, the studious 
habits of the pupils, and the interest in the schools, were commenda- 
ble. The vlder and experienced teachers all fully sustained their for- 
mer good reputation; and those beginning in the work proved that 
they had not mistaken their calling. Miss Codman, a novice at teach- 
ing, conducted the school in No. 1 with much ability, bringing it toa 
successful termination, while the first effort of Miss Brown was at- 
tended with equal suecess in No. 6. i 

During the fall and winter the schools were undergmy supervision, 
and a brief statement respecting the success of each, with some 
general observations, is given. 

District No. 1. I visited this school only at its commencement, 
and therefore am not able to state with any accuracy the degree of 
progress. Butif I may judge from what has been reported to me, 
the term was not a profitable one. Whatever may have been the in- 
fluences, either in part or in whole, that operated to produce this re- 
sult of the term in question, one thing is evident: That this school, 
during the winter term, needs to be under thé management of an 
experieneed teacher—one who is thoroughly efficient in the exercise 
of all the agencies of wholesome discipline. 
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District No. 2. This school, during the fall and winter, was 
taught by one who has completed her thirty-third term, and who is 
eminently qualified for the vocation which she delights to follow. In 
the fall it was a model of what a school should be. The discipline, 
comprehending the order and propriety secured, the thought and in- 
terest awakened, the regularity of the pupils in coming, going, 
standing, sitting, and in preparing and reciting their lessons, was of 
the highest grade. Through discipline thus complete, and the untir- 
ing, well directed effort of the teacher in presenting to her pupils, in 
a practical and lucid manner, the subject-matter of the daily recita- 
tions, the term of study was productive of an amount of profit not 
usually equaled. 

The Winter Term opened favorably, and during a subsequent visit 
to the school its appearance was creditable; but as illness of the 
teacher caused the term to close abruptly, without the final examina- 
tion, I am unable to speak definitely of its results. 

District No.3. This term of school passed off pleasantly to 
teacher and pupils, and was highly successful. The individual who 
conducted it is too well known as a teacher of youth to need com- 
ment or encomium respecting her ability to teach. Cool, firm, self- 
reliant and patient, she holds her pupils with a firm and steady hand, 
while carefully and intelligently leading them step by step through 
the intricacies of their various studies, animating and encouraging 
them by precept and example to surmount the little hills of difficulty 
that lie along their course. 

District No. 4. The term was quite successful. At its close it 
was manifest that a good degree of improvement had been made,and 
the exercises were of that character which evinces accuracy and 
thoroughness. An exercise in vocal music, accompanied with nu- 
merous and appropriate gestures, was executed in a manner that 
could hardly be excelled by pupils of a district school. Miss Mayo 
possesses the ability, both native and acquired, which properly qual- 
ifies one for teaching, and if she shall continue in the vocation an 
enviable reputation awaits her. 
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District No.5. The discipline of this school was not fully up, 


in all respects, to that standard which is desirable; but the pupils 
were correctly taught, and theig general advancement in the studies 
pursued was about fair. 

District No.6. The teacher, though young both in years and in 
experience, manifested a marked aptness for teaching, and exhibited 
talent that should be carefully cultivated. Always maintaining that 
dignity, propriety, and affability so necessary to the position of 
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school teacher, she won the respect of the parents, and the love and 
esteem of her pupils. It need only be added that the term was a> 
success in every aspect, and took equal rank, in every essential fea- 
ture, with the best that has lately been kept in District No. 6. 

MISCELLANEOUS.—At the commencement of the winter terms a 
new series of Readers was introduced. The reason for making the 
exchange was on account of the very poor condition of things in 
connection with this text-book in a majority of the districts. In sevy- 
eral schools there was so great a want of uniformity as to prove a 
serious obstacle in the way of improvement in this important branch 
of study. Those selected are the Franklin Readers—a series recent- 
ly compiled, and which will probably sustain the high reputation of 
its well-known authors. 

The most important book that comes into the possession of a child 
is his school Reader. Its style of expression impresses itself upon 
his mind, and tends to mould his forms of speech and writing; the 
compositions themselves are stored in his memory to recur many 
times in after life, and are the more dear for being associated with 
the cherished scenes of childhood; and, most of all, the sentiments 
inculcated become inevitably a part of his moral being. For these , 
reasons a prominent feature of a Reader should be a high literary, 
moral, and esthetic standard. The condition of the text-books in all 
the districts is now tolerably good. Leta uniformity be preserved. 

How may our common schools be improved? This is an impor- 
tant question. Among the prerequisites necessary to insure the suc- 
cess of a school may be named: 

I. Just deliberations at the annual school meeting. At this meeting 
personal feuds and antagonistic feelings should be overlooked, and 
all should heartily co-operate to promote a common cause. Officers 
should be chosen who are known to feel an interest in school affairs, 
and who are willing to take the necessary time to perform all their 
duties faithfully. 

II. The services of a competent teacher must be secwred. In tcach- 
ing, a peculiar talent is required; and judgment, patience evenness 
of temper, decision of character, and correct moral “eportment, are 
among the essential qualifications of the successful teacher. With 
regard to learning,a thorough, practical understanding of the branch- 
es pursued in the common school is at least indispensable. The ar- 
gument that the pupils of some particular school are young, or back- 
ward in their studies, and therefore it does not matter much what 
may be the literary qualifications of their teacher, is not logical. If 
this principle is acted upon the pupils will remain backward. Every 
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teacher should, in fact, be a model of excellence; for there is no po- 
sition in life that demands higher attainments, or that commands a 
more important influence. 

III. The teacher and school must receive a wholesome moral sup- 
port. Very much depends on this—so much that every citizen is un- 
der certain obligations in this regard. Nothing of a disparaging 
character ought to be said of a teacher or school in the presence of 
the pupils. Visits to schools are of munch consequence, as having a 
healthful influence. The model teacher delights to exhibit the fruits 
of his labor; and he is encouraged and inspirited to a more zealous 
effort by the presence of parents and others in the school-room. 
And besides, if parents manifest an interest in schools, children will 
place a higher estimate upon them. In brief, the moral support of a 
school is a vital element of its success. 

Now, in conclusion, this serious question is proposed: Do our 
schools receive a just support in ad those particulars above enumer- 
ated and implied? If not, then let me beseech all, and especially 
parents and others having children under their care, to turn their at- 
tention towards our school system with a renewed warmth of feeling, 
and aid in giving to our public schools that impetus and support 
to which their importance entitles them. 


H. A. BARTON. 
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